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RSPCA v Samuels 

A lady was living with 11 
Pomeranians and 12 Persian 
cats in her vehicle and failed 
to provide the animals with 
appropriate living condi-
tions. 

The cats were forced to live 
in cramped, hot, stifling con-
ditions.  Their coats were 
soaked in urine and severely 
matted. 

In the Southport Magistrate 
the defendant was convicted 
of 9 charges for a breach of 
duty of care to the animals 
was fined $4000 and ordered 
to pay court costs and the 
RSPCA costs of $5000 and 
the animals were disposed in 
favour of the RSPCA. 

RSPCA was represented Pro 
Bono by BLEATS members
– Senior Counsel Gary Long 
as barrister and instructing 
solicitor Ben Ricketts of 
Hopgood-Ganim Lawyers  
This matter would not have 
achieved such success with-
out the volunteered services 
of Gary and Ben.  We are 
very lucky to have them on 
our panel and we thank 
them! 

 

RSCPA v Hall 

On May 14 RSPCA achieved 
another success in prosecut-
ing an animal cruelty of-

fender.  Thanks to BLEATS 
member David Cormack. 

Indy the dog came to Dakabin 
shelter in an appalling malnour-
ished state and the owner was 
traced and charged. 

 

Thanks to David conveying the 
severity of the dog’s condition 
we were able to achieve a heavy 
penalty in comparison to past 
similar cases.  The defendant was 
fined $3000 (50% moiety payable 
to RSPCA) ordered to pay 
RSPCA costs and prohibited 
from owning an animal for three 
years. 

When RSPCA received Indy 

 

After RSCPA care Indy she put on 
7kgs! 
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Dear Panelists, 

We hope you have been enjoying and following the recent success BLEATS panel members have 
been having in the courts in cruelty matters.  This newsletter will update you with all of the fantas-
tic results we have been achieving for animals and RSPCA Queensland. 

OPEY the cat 

On May 7 a man was charged with 
neglect of his cat.  The cat suffered 
severe mouth disease– so severe 
the cat was unable it to eat, and 
was severely under nourished.  The 
cat smelt of putrid rotting flesh 
which was the result of the mouth 
disease and was mercifully eutha-
nised by veterinarians after the 
RSPCA was alerted. 

 

RSPCA was expertly represented 
by Chris George who was abso-
lutely fantastic!  The defendant 
received a $6000 fine– the biggest 
fine ever handed down in a single 
animal neglect case. 

 

RSPCA v Williams 

The defendant Williams failed to 
provide his dog with medical treat-
ment for an extensive open wound 
injury that had pus, grass and a 6 
x10cm knot of stitches embedded 
in it.  The magistrate based her 
decision on the fact that the dog 
had suffered considerable pain for 
a lengthy period.  The defendant 
was fined $2500 and ordered to pay 
the RSPCA costs. 

Big thank you to Simon Taylor, 
BLEATS member who acted su-
perbly in this case.  We are ex-
tremely lucky to have such wonder-
ful talent on our panel!   Also 
thanks to Simon Cilento who was 
unable to take on the matter but 
personally organised Simon Taylor 
to represent RSPCA in his place. 

Lhasa Apso Max 

A lady attended RSPCA 
with Max in a cardboard 
box falsely claiming that 
she had found him.  Max 
suffered long term neglect, 
was heavily flea burdened 
with 100s of maggot in his 
eyes that had made him go 
blind. 

It was the worst neglect the 
vet had seen in her 40 year 
career.  The lady who origi-
nally bought Max to the 
shelter was found to be the 
owner, pleaded guilty and 
was fined $5000 and order 
to pay RSPCA costs. 

A huge Thanks to BLEATS 
member Craig Ryan who is 
an absolute asset to 
BLEATS! 
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The Gala dinner was a huge 

success for the RSPCA 

Queensland and helped raise 

much needed funds.  BLEATS 

members attended in style 

and had four tables of ten 

this year.      

It was a fantastic night! 

RSPCA Gala  
Dinner 2010 

animal cruelty offenders. 

To view the link go to: 

http://www.bleats.com.au/

prosecutors 

On the BLEATS website under 

‘Lawyers’ there is a new link 

“Guidelines for BLEATS Prosecu-

tors”.   

This link provides our members 

with a brief guideline they may 

refer to when they attend court 

as a prosecutor for the RSPCA.  

The link contains information 

about the role of a prosecutor 

and the nature of the courts.  It 

also discusses the some of the 

relevant mitigating and aggravat-

ing factors that you should con-

sider when you are prosecuting 

dogs in this case. 

They acted with passion and 

professionalism and both of 

them are 

an abso-

lute asset 

to BLEATS! 

 

This month we would like to 

recognise Ben Ricketts and 

Gary Long for their fabulous 

effort in the Samuels Case. 

Both of these members do-

nated almost a full day in 

travelling down to Southport 

to represent the suffering 

Persian cats and Pomeranian 

NEW! Guideline for BLEATS prosecutors 

BLEATS Member of the Month 

Donate spare mobile phones to 
RSPCA!   RSPCA inspectors are al-
ways in need of mobile phones be-
cause they usually end up at the 
bottom of creek beds in missions! 

Thank you to BLEATS  transcriber!  
Gail Bunker has volunteered her time 
throughout April to help transcribe 
documentation for BLEATS matters .  

Thank you Gail for donating your time 
and skill to our cause. 

First Australian Animal rights         
Political Party 
Plans are underway to form the Ani-
mal Justice Party (AJP) - the first 
ever Australian political party dedi-
cated wholly to the protection of 
the interests of animals. To learn 
more, you can see the AJP's charter 
and constitution at 
www.animaljusticeparty.org, and 

Voiceless Seminar 
The 2010 Voiceless  seminar series 
kicks off in the next month.  A semi-
nar for legal professionals will be 
held at Allens Arthur Robinson be-
tween 6-730pm in Brisbane. The 
guest speaker is internationally re-
nowned Joyce Tischler from the 
USA.  We hope you can all make it! 

http://www.animaljusticeparty.org
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sel to represent vulnerable 

animals. 

The panel says that it plans to 

take on cases involving live 

export of animals and the 

whaling industry. 

Mr McEwen stated that “the 

suffering of animals is enor-

mous.  For example 14 million 

battery hens each year, 350 

000 sows kept in intensive 

breeding units.  It would be 

wrong for us to believe that 

suffering ends at the borders 

of human experience.  Other-

wise why have an     animal 

protection statute?” 

60 barristers in Victoria have 

formed a high power panel to 

act pro bono for the RSCPA 

Victoria.  In an interview with 

the ABC radio a representa-

tive from the panel Graeme 

McEewen, stated that the 

animal protection legislation 

is not largely enforced and 

they have formed the panel 

to provide experienced coun-

Victoria keeping up with BLEATS in Queensland 

On March 30 in Dart v Singer it was held that 

RSCPA inspectors are entitled to enter prop-

erty that is being used for commercial live-

stock. 

The applicant in this case argued that due to an 

agreement between the RSPCA and the De-

partment of Primary Industries and Fisheries 

that the RSPCA did not have the legal capacity 

to enter commercial livestock properties to 

inspect or seize animals.  It was held that 

although the RSPCA have the primary pur-

pose of enforcing the Animal Care and Pro-

tection Act save for Commercial livestock 

circumstances, they have the responsibil-

ity  to ensure its enforcement in commer-

cial situations as a secondary organisa-

tion. 

Good result RSPCA inspectors 

BLEATS Profile Growing 

The BLEATS profile is growing.  At 
the RSPCA Gala dinner this year, 
BLEATS was specifically men-
tioned and honoured by the 
RSPCA for providing outstanding 
services and support to the 
RSPCA in 2009. 

This month Tracy-Lynne Geysen 

(founder of BLEATS) will speak at 

the Pans Pacific Vet Association  

conference in Brisbane.  This 
conference explores animal law 
in relation to veterinary practice 
and professional negligence.  A 
growing area of animal law.   

In April this year Tracy also at-
tended a fantastic Animal Law 
conference in Boston and was 
inspired by the Animal Law de-
velopment in the USA. 

BLEATS will be collaborating with 
Voiceless this year in the 2010 Ani-
mal Law Lecture Series.  This se-
ries aims to raise awareness of 
Animal Law to lawyers, academics, 
students and the broader commu-
nity  If you are interested in at-
tending or contributing to the lec-
ture series 2010 please visit Voi-
cless.com to find out when and 
where the lecturers are planned 
for QLD this August. 

We look forward to working with you all in the future.  

Thank you. 

 

 

Graeme Page SC       This newsletter was prepared by Stephanie Powell 








