
$60,000
bill for
compo
claim

By ROANNE JOHNSON

A COUPLE who once
owned a Townsville paint-
ing business fled the state
after illegally claiming
around $15,000 in worker's
compensation and now owe
almost $60,000 in fines, resti-
tution and legal costs.

WorkCover Queensland,
which provides insurance
for work-related injuries,
has spent more than $37,000
over the past seven years in
a bid to convict the pair, who
once owned Allen's Painting
Service.

The de facto couple, Allen
James Whitley and Kerrie
Elizabeth Edwards, both in
their 50s, now live at a Dar-
win address and did not
show up yesterday for their
hearing in the Townsville
Magistrates Court.

Magistrate Stephanie
Tonkin withdrew the war-
rants for their arrest and
dealt with the court matter
in their absence at the re-
quest of Brisbane barrister
David Cormack.

The legal representative
for WorkCover Queensland
told the court that Whitley
and Edwards had a motor

vehicle crash before Decem-
ber 1, 2003.

After the accident, which
happened travelling to or
from a job site, the co-
owners of the business
lodged a journey claim for
injuries they sustained
which put them both out of
work.

The pair received worker's
compensation for medical
expenses, rehabilitation
bills and payments in lost
wages from the date of the
incident. However, Mr
Cormack told Magistrate
Tonkin that the couple il-
legally received the compo
over a final six-month
period from October 5,
2004, to April 20, 2005.

He said the pair had re-
covered from their injuries,
then returned to work and
failed to tell WorkCover.

-They did not disclose
that information and still
continued to receive ben-
efits," Mr Cormack said.

After a probe by a
WorkCover investigator, six
charges were laid and a trial
date was set for Whitley and
Edwards in April, 2007.

But the pair moved to
Darwin in 2006 after closing

the Townsville business and
failed to appear in court.

Magistrate Tonkin found
the couple guilty at their
second court date and in
their absence ordered they
repay the illegally claimed
compo, plus a fine and the
$37,117 WorkCover spent
pursuing legal action
against them.

Whitley was convicted on
four charges including
one of returning to work
and three of providing a
false and misleading state-
ment.

He was fined $6000, or-
dered to pay back $6336 res-
titution in illegally claimed
compensation and legal
costs of $18,479.

Edwards was convicted on
two charges, including one
of aiding and abetting and
another of returning to
work.

She was ordered to pay
back $8763 in illegally
claimed compensation and
legal costs of $18,638.

In total the couple now
have a debt of $58,216 which
was ordered to be recovered
through the State Penalties
Enforcement Registry.
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