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Dear Panelists, 

We hope you have been enjoying the beautiful spring weather and the recent success BLEATS panel 

members have been achieving in the Queensland‟s courts in animal cruelty matters. 

 

 

To celebrate BLEATS‟ success in 

2010 we will be holding a      

Christmas mixer drinks night on     

Thursday 16 December.  Invites are 

to come. 

Please also shop online at the 

RSPCA world for pet store for 

Christmas gifts, including fantastic 

RSCPA 2011 diaries at   

http://www.worldforpets.com.au/ 

Revolutions in the Field 

On 30 September 2010 the Courier mail reported that the Chief    

Inspector RSPCA, Mick Pecic is looking to revolutionise animal   

cruelty cases in Australia by opening a CSI style forensic investigations 

unit.  Mick recently travelled to the USA where, instead of relying on 

witness accounts for evidence in cases, weapons, prints, and other 

forms of hard evidence are used to catch perpetrators of crimes 

against animals. 

Mick reported that these techniques could be potentially very useful in 

puppy farm cases where mass graves are often found, but due to    

limited investigations the facts and inhumane aspects of the case are 

not fleshed out in prosecution. 

Legislative Reform 

Western Australian Parliament is     

investigating the proposal of on the 

spot fines for cruel or lazy animal     

owners.  Currently, major cases of   

animal cruelty are argued in court and 

offenders can only be issued with a fine 

by a Magistrate.   

Sign up for RSPCA Inspectorate 24 
hour Challenge December 4-5 

Activities include rpm and yoga classes for an 8-session schedule of 1 

hour on / 2 hours rest. Teams are of 3 people, and 13 of the maximum 

25 at host venue, Genesis Gym at Windsor have been filled. 

 
Contact either Mark Style of the Queensland Law Society on           

(07)3842 5978 now to be placed in a team, or Amanda Freeman of the 

RSPCA on 07 3426 9989 to register your own team.  

 
Help raise funds for RSPCA Inspectors, who take more than 13,000 

cruelty complaints a year.  

BLEATS Member of the Month 

This month we would 

like to recognise Scott 

Lynch, Alicia  Thomas 

and Chris George for 

their fabulous efforts and 

for helping pioneer some 

fantastic precedents for 

RSCPA Queensland. 

Social Scene 
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During October last year a Mackay 

RSPCA officer found a horse in paddock 

completely emaciated, and with severely 

deformed hooves (Laminitis).  The horse 

was in such a state of pain and poor 

health that it was humanely euthanised.   

Recently in the courts the defendant in 

this case pleaded guilty for failing to     

provide appropriate treatment for the 

horse.   

The Magistrate acknowledged the gravity 

of the situation and fined the man $4,000, 

stating that „you cannot just leave 

horses in paddocks to slowly die    

inhumane deaths.’ 

 In another case an emaciated dog was 

brought into RSCPA earlier in year.  The 

dog was very thin and the defendant    

submitted to an early guilty plea and was 

fined $3,000, ordered to pay RSPCA costs 

and prohibited from owning an animal for 

3 years. 

 

Robertson Case 

In September this year at the Ipswich 

Magistrates Court a defendant pleaded 

guilty to one charge of animal cruelty.  

The defendant struck his dog „Teena‟ with 

the pointy end of a broom, causing the 

dog a fractured rib, pain and swelling.  

The defendant was ordered to pay a fine 

of $3,000, RSCPA costs and prohibited 

from purchasing or taking possession of 

an animal for 5 years. 

Big thank you to Scott Lynch of Counsel 

who agreed to take on the matter at very 

short notice.  At earlier mentions in this 

case the RSPCA was represented by Alicia 

Thomas of Counsel who gave up a lot of 

her time in preparation for the trial and 

we also thank her very much for her   

expert representation. 

Teena is now in good health and available 

for adoption. 

 

 

King Case 

At the Southport Magistrates Court 

in early September a defendant 

pleaded guilty and was fined $5,000 

and ordered to pay $1,400 veterinary 

costs for breach of duty of care for 

failing to take reasonable steps to 

treat disease/injury of an animal.   

In this case, the defendant‟s 10 year 

old Kelpie named Blacky suffered 

severe flea infestation, itching, hair 

loss, redness and inflammation    

resulting in a thick leathery, elephant 

like skin.  Blacky also had severely 

worn teeth and puss covered his eyes.  

The owner could not explain why she 

did not seek treatment for the 6-8 

year period that the dog suffered. 

Magistrate Kilmartin in this case  

considered the condition of the dog, 

the length of time of the suffering 

and the very basic treatment that was 

needed to end its suffering.         

Magistrate Kilmartin noted that 

this was „extraordinarily callous 

and that the court has to    

impose penalties that act as a 

deterrent to those who commit 

these kinds of offences.‟ 

Thank you very much to Chris 

George of Counsel who        

appeared on behalf of BLEATS 

and RSCPA Queensland.  Chris 

has appeared on numerous 

prosecutions now for RSPCA 

and did an outstanding job    

outlining the serious nature of 

long term intentional neglect. 

 

Newman Case 

At the Townsville Magistrates Court 

last month a defendant pleaded guilty 

to 9 duty of care offences.  In this 

case a puppy was found trapped in a 

sewerage pipe infested with    

maggots and  extremely            

dehydrated, underweight and   

lethargic, with a second deceased 

puppy in the same pipe.  After the   

rescued puppy arrived at the veteri-

nary clinic, he unfortunately collapsed and 

stopped breathing and although there 

were repeated attempts to revive him, the 

puppy was humanely euthanised.  On the 

same property another dog and 3 puppies 

were found extremely underweight and 

infested with worms, ticks, fleas and were 

dehydrated. 

Magistrate Osbourne found the defendant 

guilty of failure to provide appropriate 

living conditions, failure to provide     

appropriate treatment, provide            

appropriate food and water and guilty of 

unreasonable abandonment.  The       

conviction was recorded and the         

defendant was fined $4,250 (50% moity to 

the RSPCA), ordered to pay the RSCPA 

costs and prohibited from owning an  

animal for 5 years.  Well done to Ms Jodi 

Dingwall, solicitor, Mr Wayne Pennell, 

barrister and Cliff Singer RSCPA        

inspector who presented a very good case 

for the prosecution. 

 

Hudson 

Hudson, set a trap in front of a food bowl 

to trap the cat „sox‟ who wandered onto 

his property.    

When the cat went to eat his food, he was 

caught by a noose and hung from his 

neck, recorded on film, the footage 

showed the cat swinging backwards-and 

forwards, struggling wildly before he died. 

Recent BLEATS Cases from Tracey Jackson Assistant Chief Inspector 
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Inspectorate RSPCA) were received for 

BLEATS. 

 

Video screening generosity 

Stephen White one of BLEATS found-

ing members and animal law expert has 

donated two month‟s of his salary from 

his consulting work at TLG Lawyers– 

Family and Animal Law to the       

Earthlings Movie 

Night held on 

Wednesday 20 

October .  The 

event raised funds 

for Animals    

Australia. 

 

 

 

Townsville Bulletin 30 August  2010 

8 Chicks founds stomped to 

death..persecution to come. 

 

The Courier Mail 29 September 

2010  

School girls find 7 puppies bashed to 

death on roadside in Townsville is the 

latest in a spate of animals being 

killed and dumped in public places. 

RSCPA has reported a man throwing 

a dead dog over his fence into a park 

at Inala.  Another dead dog was 

found in with garden waste at   

Heathwood in Brisbane‟s Southside. 

The Courier Mail 4 October 2010  

Decapitated wallaby dumped in   

Capalaba and bush turkey shot with 

an arrow found at Annerley are the 

latest cases of animal cruelty in    

Brisbane. 

In the Courier Mail on Friday 15   

October BLEATS got special mention 

as Michael Byrne QC joins the panel.  

The article stated that Michael Byrne 

joins other top lawyers, Graeme Page 

SC, Gary Long SC, Stephen Keim SC 

and Tony Morris QC. 

 

Promoting education & awareness 

Earlier this month, members Jenni 

Wieck and Tracy Geysen attended a 

debate on animal cruelty at the      

Griffith University on the Gold Coast 

in furtherance of the „educating‟ part 

of BLEATS‟ mission. 

 

RSPCA thanks BLEATS 

RSCPA acknowledged in their winter 

imprint newsletter „that they were  incredi-

bly grateful for the efforts of BLEATS who 

continue to expertly represent the RSCPA in 

cruelty  prosecutions on a pro bono basis.‟ 

Accolades from Ms Annabel     

Somerville (Project Manager          

Animal Cruelty publicity 

We look forward to working with you all in the future. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Graeme Page SC 

 

        This newsletter was prepared by Stephanie Powell 

He will be sentenced this month in a 

contested hearing.  

 

There is also nation wide interest in a 

court case where campaigners are 

facing charges of illegally feeding the 

animals on Fraser Island.  The 

charges come out of incidents last 

year and are likely to be heard later 

this year. 

Big thanks to Tracy-Lynne Geysen and 

Scott Lynch who gave up their time and 

put their heart into this case for the 

RSCPA and Sox.  Tracy and Scott will 

be representing RSPCA in the appeal 

for this matter and we wish both of 

them all the best. 

The Jury is out - The Legal fraternity 

avidly await the results from Mackay 

Magistrates Court where a man has 

pleaded guilty to gluing a puppy‟s eye-

lids shut.  . 

Hudson is then seen to come in to the 

footage saying, “YOU KITTY”. 

Hudson applied for, and was granted, 

bail the same day his case was heard. He 

is appealing against the sentence. 

We will keep you updated on the results 

of the appeal.  Given these acts of pre-

meditated cruelty BLEATS is hoping 

Hudson faces imprisonment of 1 year. 








