
So, we’re three quarters of the way through another big year. Some of 
us may be grateful that the year is drawing to an end. Others may be 
simply be wondering where on earth the last nine months went. Either 
way, it’s time to reflect on the inspiring achievements of our wonderful 
BLEATS members and the overall impact that we, as a group of 
passionate animal-lovers and legal professionals, are having on ending 
animal cruelty in our society. It’s also time to give much due credit to 
the hard work, dedication, skill and passion of the wonderful members 
of the RSPCA who work tirelessly to fight at the front line for the rights 
and lives of the animals in our community. 

We have faced a number of challenging animal cruelty cases over the 
past few months and some of us have probably felt frustrated, angry 
and helpless. There is no doubt that there is so much room to improve 
the way in which animal cruelty cases are addressed in our community. 
However, our members have also achieved so many good things over 
recent months that even those of us who are the most disillusioned can 
share in the hope that we can, and will, create change. 

Although the issues we face are hard, we hope this quarter’s newsletter 
is informative, uplifting and inspires you all to keep up the good work!  

Want to get involved?  

GREAT! We need you! 

Think you have nothing to offer?  

WRONG! We all have something to offer! 

There are a number of functions within, and which are critical to the 
success of, our organisation. These range from Court appearances, 
research, education, media and public relations, website maintenance, 
fundraising and event management. 

If you would like to help, we would love to talk to you. 

[tbc]  

Rosie  

[insert blurb re Rosie] 

 

1. The Year So Far… 

As you probably know, the laws surrounding animal in cruelty in 
Queensland were improved in 2001 by the implementation of the Animal 
Care and Protection Act which introduced maximum penalties of $75,000 
(later increased to $100,000) or two years’ imprisonment for the most 
serious crimes against animals. However, only minimal sentences were 
being awarded by the Courts for totally reprehensible, horrific acts of 
cruelty against animals and clear breaches of the Act. With time it 
became evident that the problem lay in precedent law. Magistrates were 
simply handing down sentences which were consistent with prior 
sentences so notwithstanding the improvements to the law itself, the 
implementation of penalties against offenders simply wasn’t progressing.  

Tracy-Lynne Geysen, Principal of Couper Geysen (Family and Animal Law) 
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A quick word from Katherine Davidson, Editor, of Tucker & Cowen 

2. A Reminder 
Why we’re here… 

Please see A Reminder on page 3 
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3 .  W H A T ’ S  
O N ?  
Veterinary Forensics, 
Law and 
Domestic/Animal 
Violence Conference 
 
W H E R E ?  
 
QT Gold Coast 
Conference Centre 
 
W H E N ?  
 
12 and 13 December 
2012 
 
F I N D  O U T  
M O R E …  
 
www.forensicvet.com 
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Now for the most recent prosecution details. We know some of you find this 
segment difficult to read. But please, don’t look away. Read it, comprehend it, 
get fired up and help us do something about it.      

First, a big thanks to Annabel Buchanan, Chief Inspector – Prosecutions at the 
RSPCA for facilitating, monitoring and reporting on the prosecutions taking place 
in Queensland Courts. Without her, so much of what is being achieved in relation 
to animal cruelty cases simply would not be impossible. 

Beenleigh Magistrates Court – June 2012 

A Prosecution Brought by Inspectors Penny Flaherty & Allison Smith 

Two defendants were jointly charged with two duty of care offences relating to a 
female dog in their care and three duty of care offences relating to a male dog in 
their care. One of the defendants was also charged with breach of duty of care in 
relation to a Guinea Pig. 

Sadly, the male dog was found deceased in the defendants’ back yard by QPS 
officers, having died of chronic starvation.  

Magistrate Arnold took into account the defendants’ guilty plea, the fact that 
they were both unemployed and have five children.  Magistrate Arnold:- 

(a) fined the defendants $8,000 ($4,000 each); 
(b) ordered that the defendants pay the RSPCA’s court costs; 
(c) recorded convictions against each defendant;  
(d) ordered that a $4,000 moiety be paid to the RSPCA; 
(e) recorded a 3 year prohibition order; and 
(f) recorded a disposal order in relation to the animals currently owned by the 

defendants.  

Magistrate Arnold stated that what was of most concern to him was the lack of 
understanding demonstrated by each of the defendants as to the seriousness of 
the offences, noting that the two dogs in question suffered to a great degree, to 
the extent that the male dog had died and the post mortem showed the stomach 
contained dirt that the dog had eaten in desperation. Magistrate Arnold noted 
that it appeared on all the evidence that the male animal suffered a slow and 
painful death and the female dog was also starving. 

A big thanks to Penny and Allison from the RSPCA for preparing excellent briefs 
of evidence from two separate investigations and doing a very good job with 
dealing with these particularly difficult defendants.  

We also thank RSPCA Vet Anne Chester who gave an excellent statement in 
relation to the male dog, and RSPCA Vet Vicki Lomax who gave an excellent 
statement in relation to the defendants’ Guinea pig.  Both statements facilitated 
a streamlined prosecution and a very easy decision for the Magistrate.  

Congratulations to Andrea Hudson in the RSPCA Call Centre, who took the 
original complaint. 

We are very grateful to Barrister Simone Bain, who represented the RSPCA in 
this matter pro bono, making the effort to travel to Beenleigh on numerous 
occasions. Her submissions to the Court were extremely heartfelt and persuasive 
and her passion is very much appreciated!  

 

“Fined $8,000 ($4,000 
each), ordered to pay a 
moiety to the RSPCA of 
$4,000, ordered to pay 
court costs, prohibition 

and disposal orders 
made and convictions 

recorded.” 

4. Prosecutions 
And this what it’s all about… 

Please see Prosecutions on page 4 

  Another happy supporter! 
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and one of the founding members and critical driving forces behind 
BLEATS, recalls, “I knew I had to do something.” And so BLEATS was born. 
Brisbane Lawyers Educating and Advocating for Tougher Sentences says it 
all. Fighting for tougher sentencing, creating new precedents, ensuring 
the purpose of the Act is fulfilled and community expectations on this 
important issue are being addressed. Tracy speaks of her passion, goals 
and the challenges for the organisation in this month’s Proctor magazine. 
We recommend that you read it and encourage others to do so too. 

 

 

continued from page 1 

 

Fined $10,000, with 

$5,000 moiety payable to 

the RSPCA, recorded a 

conviction and ordered to 

pay the RSPCA’s court 

costs. 

A Reminder continued 

 We are also very grateful to Barrister Pamela Sweetapple, who kindly stepped in at 
the last minute (also pro bono) to attend the final mention when the sentence was 
handed down. 

  

Caloundra Magistrates Court – June 2012  Craig Conway 

A Prosecution Brought by Inspector Julian Steely  

The defendant was charged with breach of duty of care for failure to treat a dog 
with a chronic skin condition.  

In handing down his sentence, hte Magistrate took into account the defendant’s 
early guilty plea, lack of previous offence history and remorse. The Magistrate:- 

(a) fined the defendant $5,000; 
(b) ordered that a $2,500 moiety be paid to the RSPCA; and  
(c) ordered the defendant to pay the RSPCA’s court costs.  

No other orders were sought, and no conviction was recorded.  

We are extremely grateful to Scott Lynch of Counsel, who took this matter on at 
the last minute for the RSPCA on a pro bono basis and who made the trip to 
Caloundra from Brisbane (and back again) despite his numerous other 
commitments.  

Thank you also to Jenni Calcraft in the RSPCA Call Centre, who took the original 
complaint, and to RSPCA Vet Clint Beutel who provided an excellent and 
compelling veterinary statement in relation to the dog’s condition. 

Congratulations to Inspector Julia Steely for achieving a very good result in 
Caloundra Magistrates Court on Thursday. Julia also prepared an excellent brief of 
evidence and did a very good job handling the defendants, particularly when they 
were yelling abuse at her in the court house at the second mention. It was 
surprising to see a complete turnaround in their attitude at this mention. 

  

Caboolture Magistrates Court – June 2012 

A Prosecution Brought by Inspector Tom Barratt  

The defendant was charged in relation to the failure to treat a horse in his care 
which he had agisted on his property in a verbal arrangement with the owner of the 
horse.  

 

Fined $5,000, with $2,500 

moiety payable to the 

RSPCA and ordered to pay 

the RSPCA’s court costs. 

Please see Prosecutions on page 4 
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Prosecutions continued 
Prosecutions from page 3 continued 

 

 

The defendant pleaded guilty to failure to treat the horse which had a significant leg injury that, 
according to veterinary evidence, had been untreated for at least 2 – 4 months.  

Magistrate Bucknall took into account the defendant’s early guilty plea, his age (62), and the fact that 
he was on a disability pension. Magistrate Bucknall:- 

(a) fined the defendant $10,000; 
(b) order the defendant to pay a $5,000 moiety payable to RSPCA; 
(c) recorded a conviction; and  
(d) ordered the defendant to pay the RSPCA’s court costs. 

Inspector Tom Barratt’s brief of evidence included a 36 second video which the Magistrate found 
distressing (his face literally turned crimson while he watched it!) which proves the adage that “a 
picture speaks a thousand words”. This has been of assistance to investigators in reminding them of the 
importance of taking a video (in addition to photographs) to support the charges. 

This is the largest fine handed down to a single defendant for a single duty of care 
offence in relation to a single animal.  
We would not have been able to achieve this without the brilliant efforts of Bernard Catt of Counsel 
whose particularly persuasive submissions obviously made a strong impression on the Magistrate. We are 
extremely grateful to Mr Catt, who appeared on behalf of the RSPCA pro bono. 

Magistrate Bucknall noted that it was almost unimaginable to consider that there would be a more 
horrific case than this one, and considered that it showed a degree of callousness on behalf of the 
defendant that was impossible to contemplate.  

Magistrate Bucknall stated that he was of a mind to give a sentence of imprisonment and would have 
done so if any of the comparatives had attracted a custodial sentence.  

Billy, our Ipswich rescue, happy in his new foster home 

Magistrate Bucknal considered that the circumstances 
were aggravated by the fact that the defendant 
accepted the horse on a commercial basis for profit, 
and that he should have facilitated steps for the horse 
to get treatment by at least informing the owner of 
the injury (notwithstanding that the owner was in 
arrears with her agistment payments).  

Thanks to Tegan Bensley in the RSPCA Call Centre who 
took the original complaint. 

 

Ipswich Magistrates Court – August 2012 

A Prosecution by Inspector Penny Flaherty  

This was a very drawn out matter and EVERYONE 
involved (Penny, Dan, Jason, Jane, Anne and others 
from the RSPCA) put a lot of work into preparing for a 
3 day trial which had previously been adjourned. 

Two defendants pleaded guilty to 6 charges of breach 
of duty of care for failure to feed 6 horses.  
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The Court:- 

(a) fined the defendants $2,000 each; 
(b) ordered that the defendants pay the RSPCS’s costs of $4,500; 
(c) ordered that a further 50% moiety be paid to the RSPCA; and 
(d) ordered that the ownership of the horse named Billy (see image 

above) be transferred to the RSPCA. 

We are extremely grateful to Chris George of Counsel and Kirsty Gothard 
of Counsel, who represented the RSPCA pro bono in this matter. Their 
impressive presence in Court provided the incentive for the defendants to 
plead guilty. Both Mr George and Ms Gothard gave up a lot of their personal 
time preparing for the trial and assisting the RSPCA in their ongoing dealings 
with the defendants. The RSPCA and BLEATS have all appreciated their 
professionalism and understanding of the difficulties the RSPCA Inspectors 
faced. They even stayed in really dodgy accommodation close to the Court 
to ensure they were close by!!! 

Annabel Buchanan was reminded by Mr George during the trial that had the 
RSPCA not gotten involved, it was likely that some of the horses would have 
eventually died. Another reminder of the invaluable assistance provided by 
the RSPCA. 

We are also grateful to Jennie-Lee Schloffer and Stuart Hardie of Quinlan, 
Miller and Treston Lawyers for their assistance throughout this matter, 
particularly in dealing with the large volumes of legal material served on us.  

You can read more on this prosecution at the following site: 
http://www.qt.com.au/story/2012/08/04/horses-starved-at-rural-riding-school-rspca/ 

 

Maroochydore and Nambour Magistrates Courts – September 2012 

A Prosecution by Inspector Julia Steley  

This was a lengthy and frustrating investigation which took place late last 
year in relation to 3 horses which were suffering from a number of 
significant ailments as a result of their owner’s failure to care for them.  

After issuing the owner of the 3 horses with verbal and subsequently written 
Animal Welfare Directions, Julia seized the 3 horses. 

Unfortunately one of the horses, Bess, aborted a dead foal and subsequently 
had to be euthanised. 

But the story is much better for the other 2 horses, one of whom has since 
had a foal in the RSPCA’s care. 

Neve, her foal Phoenix and Dala have all gone on to find wonderful new 
homes. We can’t thank everone at the RSPCA enough for this wonderful 
outcome. A job well done. 

A special thanks to Julia who was also able to negotiate with the owner to 
ensure that ownership of all of the horses was signed over (which was no 
mean feat)! This in itself was a fantastic result! 

The owner pleaded guilty to 6 charges in total, 4 relating to a breach of 
duty of care in relation to 3 horses, and 2 relating to failure to comply with 
Animal Welfare Directions. 

 

Fined $8,000, with $4,000 

moiety payable to the 

RSPCA, ordered to pay 

the RSPCA’s court costs 

and veterinary fees, no 

conviction recorded. 
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5. Special Mentions 
Donations and Sticker Sales! 

 In May this year, Tracy-Lynne Geysen of Couper Geysen 
and Caite Brewer of Counsel attended a Chicks@Lunch 
meeting in the Gold Coast where they gave an inspiring and 

Magistrate Walker initially adjourned the 
matter so that he could give appropriate 
consideration to the lengthy submissions and 
extensive material placed before the Court. 

Magistrate Walker noted the pain suffered by 
the horses, including issues with teeth and 
hooves, skin irritations, eye abscesses and the 
poor overall condition of the horses.  

Magistrate Walker also referred to the fact that 
the defendant had accepted that she had failed 
severely in her duty of care and stated that the 
owner’s personal circumstances did not excuse 
what had happened to the horses. 

Magistrate Walker:- 

(a) fined the defendant $8,000; 
(b) ordered the defendant to pay a $4,000 

moiety to the RSPCA; 
(c) ordered the defendant to pay the RSPCA’s 

court costs, veterinary fees and boarding 
fees of $3,432.12; 

(d) made a prohibition order prohibiting the 
defendant from acquiring any horses for 3 
years.  

No conviction was recorded.  

We are very grateful to Mr LEON ACKERMANN 
of Counsel for assisting us with this matter pro 
bono, and for presenting the case 
professionally and skillfully, making very clear 
submissions out of facts that were extensive 
and complicated. We have no doubt that we 
would not have had this very good result 
without the assistance of Mr Ackermann.  

We also thank Teesha Moffitt in the Call 
Centre, who took the original complaint. 

  

 

 

 

 

6. Get Involved 
YES! We need you! 

 Want to get involved?  

GREAT! We need you! 

Think you have nothing to offer?  

WRONG! We all have something to offer! 

There are a number of functions within, and which are 
critical to the success of, our organisation. These range 
from Court appearances, research, education, media and 
public relations, website maintenance, fundraising and 
event management. 

If you would like to help, we would love to talk to you. 

We are specifically looking for people to assist with:- 

(a) managing our website and Facebook page; 

(b) looking into the insurance implications of lawyers 
practicing pro bono; and 

(c) selling BLEATS stickers (workplaces, clubs, friends!). 

. 

informative talk on 
behalf of BLEATS to 
help raise funds for 
the Animal Welfare 
League.  

Rosie, Founder of 
Chicks@Lunch, was 
a delight and was so 
passionate about 
our organisation’s 
purpose that she 

facilitated a donation of $1,000 to BLEATS by 
Chicks@Lunch!  

THANK YOU ROSIE!!!!!! THANK YOU CHICKS@LUNCH!!!!  

Your donation will go to funding prosecutions and 
fighting animal cruelty in our community. 

Also, special thanks to Jill Strachan & Caite Brewer for 
raising around $200 for BLEATS by selling our stickers! 

  Tracy, our wonderful Rosie and Caite 

 

Please contact BLEATS via our website: www.bleats.com.au 


