Newsletter - September 2012

1. The New Year…
A quick word from Katherine Davidson, Editor, of Tucker & Cowen

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
1.

The New Year

2.

Prosecutions

3.

Events Report

I hope you’ve all had a great start to the year so far. By now most of us
are back to the daily grind and those that aren’t…really? How unfair on
the rest of us!
Since our last newsletter, many of our members have done some
wonderful work, both in rescuing and advocating for our furry friends and
raising much needed funds for the RSPCA.
It’s time to acknowledge and report on their achievements and to consider
what else we can do to achieve the key goal of our founding member,
Tracy-Lynne Geysen, Principal of Couper Geysen (Family and Animal Law)
… “I just want to end cruelty against animals”.

2. Prosecutions
Let’s Get Into It…

Wynnum Magistrates Court – 2 November 2012
A Prosecution by Inspector Penny Flaherty
To start with, congratulations to Inspector Penny Flaherty from the RSPCA
for a very successful result in the Wynnum Magistrates Court on 2
November 2012.
The defendant in this matter, Kristen Donoghue-Dwight, was charged with
breach of duty of care for failure to provide veterinary treatment for
her cat’s broken leg for a period of 6 weeks.
Angus, the cat, was treated by RSPCA. Unfortunately, the nature of Angus’s
injury and the fact that it had remained untreated for so long resulted in
Angus’s leg needing to be amputated. He is now a lovely 3-legged cat and
fortunately, was adopted out very quickly to a loving new home.
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Penny made several attempts to get the defendant to provide treatment
to Angus and in doing so, had to endure some colourful language and a
little bit of attitude along the way. Well done Penny for keeping your cool
and doing a great job handling the defendant, the investigation, and
Angus! And for taking great recordings of conversations!!!

“Fined $5,000, ordered to
pay a moiety to the
RSPCA of $2,500, ordered
to pay court costs and
prohibition orders made.”

The defendant was 21 years of age; works full-time as a child care worker,
had no prior history, and pleaded guilty at the first mention. She made
submissions that Angus did not appear to be in pain, and that she could
not afford to take him to the vet, had no transport to do so, and was not
able to do so because she worked full-time. At the time the complaint was
made she was in the process of moving house and looking after her 2 year
old sister due to her mother’s illness. The Magistrate did comment on the
fact that she was not available to meet with Penny because she was out
getting a tattoo…
Magistrate Sarra watched a video of Angus and noted that he appeared to
be well-nourished and in good condition save for the significant limp. He
said it was obvious that Angus was in pain even if he was not crying out
and that this was a serious matter.
Magistrate Sarra:(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

fined the defendant $5,000;
ordered $2,500 moiety be paid to the RSPCA;
ordered the defendant to pay the RSPCA’a court costs of $81.10; and
prohibited the defendant from purchasing, acquiring or otherwise
taking possession of any animals for a period of 2 years.

Magistrate Sarra also noted that the defendant currently had no animals in
her care or ownership. No conviction was recorded.
Anne Chester from the RSPCA provided an extremely helpful vet
statement which the Magistrate quoted verbatim in his judgment. Thank
you Anne for the vet statement and for fixing Angus!!!
Thank you also to Lauren for helping with preparing the matter for Court,
and well done to Carmen Glanville who took the original complaint.
Meet Angus…

Annabel Buchanan, Chief Inspector-Prosecutions, RSPCA also wishes to
thank Tracy-Lynne Geysen and BLEATS for assisting the RSPCA with
probono representation, and most of all, Anthony Anderson of Counsel,
for travelling all the way to Wynnum to represent the RSPCA and Angus
probono. “Champion effort Anthony!!!”

Please see Prosecutions on page 3

Page 3

February Newsletter
Rockhampton Magistrates Court – 6 November 2012
A Prosecution by Inspector Laurie Stageman
Congratulations to Inspector Laurie Stageman for a very good result in
Rockhampton Magistrates Court.
Laurie received a complaint in relation to a dog that was extremely
emaciated and when he attended the address, Laurie seized “Pork Chop”,
the emaciated 10-11 week old male puppy you can see in the image to your
right.

Combined fines of
$8,500, orders to pay the
RSPCA’s court and
veterinary costs, plus
prohibition orders made.

Laurie took Pork Chop to the vet for immediate emergency treatment.
Unfortunately, much to everybody’s distress, the little puppy died within 2
days. The vet report stated that Pork Chop was severely emaciated and that
he tested positive for parvovirus. In the vet’s opinion, the emaciated state
of the pup and the pup’s low protein levels (likely to have been a result of
protein loss through diarrhea due to the intestinal parasites or infection
such as parvovirus and/or chronic malnutrition) are likely to have
contributed to the cause of death.
The day after Pork Chop died, Laurie attended the property again and was
advised by a witness that there was a second pup inside a shed on the
property which was also in just as bad body condition as Pork Chop. Laurie
located and seized “Gravy”, a female puppy and littermate to Pork Chop
who was also severely emaciated.
Laurie transported Gravy to the vet for immediate emergency treatment.
The vet report stated that the little pup was in an emaciated condition, but
fortunately, she did not have parvovirus and, unlike her littermate, she
survived. We have included a photograph below of Gravy, now named
“Louisa” , two months after seizure. She has now been adopted and is living
a wonderful life in her new home!	
  

Unfortunately Pork Chop didn’t make
it…Rest in peace little buddy.

Wade Gent, aged 21, was charged with 2 offences of failure to
provide treatment in relation to Pork Chop, and Jessica Gent, aged
19, Wade’s sister, was charged with one offence of failure to provide
treatment in relation to Louisa. Both defendants pleaded guilty.	
  
Magistrate Bradshaw took into account the defendants’ early guilty
pleas, their ages, and their cooperation in making admissions to
Inspector Stageman.
Magistrate Bradshaw ordered as follows:Wade Gent:(a) fined $5,000;
(b) ordered to pay court costs of $81.10;
A much happier, healthier Louisa, 2
months after being rescued…
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Prosecutions continued
Prosecutions from page 3 continued

(c) ordered to pay veterinary costs of $214.85; and
(d) prohibition order against owning an animal for 3 years.
Jessica Gent:-

	
  

(a) fined $3,500;
(b) ordered to pay court costs of $81.10; and
(c) prohibition order against owning an animal for 3 years.

We are extremely grateful to Jeff Clarke of Counsel, who at short notice did a wonderful job acting pro
bono on behalf of RSPCA.
We are also very grateful to Tracy-Lynne Geysen and Michael Byrne QC for their assistance in the
matter.
Congratulations and thank you also to Laura Finigan of the RSPCA who took the original complaint.
Annabel Buchanan commented that “It’s wonderful to have a good ending for Louisa, but I’m not sure I’ll
ever be able to get Pork Chop’s sad little face out of my mind, and I’ve only seen the photograph. No
doubt this would have been an extremely heartbreaking job for Laurie, particularly when little Pork
Chop died. Well done all round, Laurie, and RIP little Pork Chop”.
Beenleigh Magistrates Court – 1 February 2013
A Prosecution by Inspector Melissa Barraud
We had 2 very good results in the Beenleigh
Magistrates Court on 1 February 2013, both for
breach of duty of care matters.
Congratulations firstly to Inspector Melissa Barraud,
who prosecuted a 39 year old man for failing to treat
his dog's broken hip.
The dog had actually come in to RSPCA as a stray
and gone home with a vet directive which the
defendant failed to comply with. When the
defendant failed to contact Melissa and refused to
obtain veterinary treatment because he thought the
dog had a sprain, Melissa seized the dog.
Magistrate Dowse:(a) fined the defendant $5;000;
(b) order a 50% moiety to be paid to the RSPCA;
and
(c) ordered the defendant to pay costs of
approximately $900.
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Annabel Buchanan from the RSPCA report that Magistrate Dowse “took
into account the defendant's, um, well, his, um ... medical condition. The
defendant did not, however, strangely enough, make submissions to the
magistrate that his particular, um... medical condition, was terminal, as
he had suggested to Melissa (have you ever seen Melissa blush?).”
Many thanks to vet Clint Beutel for his statement in this matter, which
was a great help in interpreting the radiographer's report.
Fined $6,000, with $3,000
moiety payable to the
RSPCA and ordered to pay

A Prosecution by Inspector Penny Flaherty

the RSPCA’s court costs –

Congratulations also to Inspector Penny Flaherty who prosecuted a woman
for failing to provide treatment to a dog for its poor body condition, ear
infection, eye infection, and flea infestation.

A great new precedent
for the type of breach of
duty in question!

When Penny seized the lost dog, the microchip directed her to the
defendant, who told Penny that she had given the dog away to an elderly
couple 12 months previously. Needless to say, the story turned out to be
“hogwash” and Penny was able to obtain a full admission from the woman.
Magistrate Dowse:(a) fined the defendant $6,000;
(b) order the defendant to pay a 50% moiety to the RSPCA;
(c) ordered the defendant to pay costs of $81.10.
This is a great precedent for everyone to have achieved because it is a
$6,000 fine for a breach of care that consisted of failing to properly groom
a long-haired dog or treat fleas, which had resulted in the poor condition
that the dog was suffering.
Many thanks to vet Vicki Lomax for her extremely detailed and helpful
statement in this matter.
Thank you especially to Mr Anthony Anderson of Counsel for stepping in
at short notice to represent the RSPCA pro bono in these matters.
We also thank Ms Dianne Pendergast of Counsel who appeared on our
behalf at previous mentions of the matters and provided assistance along
the way.
Annabel Buchanan also wishes to thank, once again, Tracy-Lynne Geysen
and BLEATS for ensuring that the RSPCS were yet again represented by
skilful and dedicated Counsel.
Thank you also to Amanda Appel for her ongoing help with social media,
videos and the like.
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3. Events Report
Christmas Party 2012
Tracy-Lynne Geysen, Partner, Couper
Geysen, would like to report on a few
great achievements and give thanks to a
few matters which arose out of Joint
RSPCA and BLEATS Christmas party in
2012!
(1)

(2)

(3)

$529 was raised through the sale of
raffle tickets all of which went
directly to BLEATS;
A special thanks to Tracey Jackson,
former Assistant Chief Inspector of
the RSPCA who sold the tickets;

(7)

Another big thanks to Graeme Page SC who
continues to be our sensational patron and
who also thanked so many BLEATS people;

Forensic vet conference on 12 and 13 December
2012
We were invited to speak at this conference at the
Gold Coast. Some key notes:(1)

The conference was arranged by David
Bailey, a vet in the UK.

A special thanks to our kind and
generous donors:-

(2)

Tracy-Lynne Geysen spoke on the formation
of BLEATS.

a.

Aria Restaurant for providing a
$200 voucher, won by Stephen
Keim SC;

(3)

Michael Byrne QC spoke on prosecuting
animal matters.

b.

Gay of The Basket People for
providing a basket, won by
David Topp of counsel;

(4)

Annabel Buchanan spoke on specific BLEATS
cases.

(5)

All three of our speakers worked really well
together. It was an inspiring conference for
the many topics it dealt with and the
genuinely passionate animal people we met.

(6)

A big thanks to Nik Searby, solicitor, and
Ryan Brenson (our work experience member)
for their huge help in setting up the BLEATS
stall and for standing at the stall and
explaining to people what we do with the
RSPCA, among other things.

c.

d.

Leanne Neumann at BAC for
providing 4 beach towels,
beach toys and umbrella,
winner has not collected and
should if they remember!;
Maree Walch at Olympia for
providing a $200 personal
training voucher, won by
Esther Cahill (one of our PAs).

(4)

A special thanks to John Miu and
staff at Melange where the service
was exceptional and the food even
better especially the ‘marquis’ dish
of Fish and Chips in a noodle box;

(5)

We also received another promise of
a further $1000 donation from
Rosie, Founder of Chicks at Lunch;
A big thanks to the wonderful
Annabel Buchanan, Chief Inspector
of the RSPCA, who gave a wonderful

(6)

speech thanking so many of the BLEATS
people and pointing out the animals they
have saved;

Page 7

February Newsletter
The 2012 RSPCA Communications and
Marketing Conference, Brisbane

Some Interesting News Stories…
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/countryside/
9780817/Our-once-great-RSPCA-is-beingdestroyed-by-a-militant-tendency.html
http://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/adelaidestore-refuses-to-sell-impulse-buy-pets/storyfneszs56-1226534742132
http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-news/policeshoot-man-in-camillo-20130211-2e7f4.html

Please contact

BLEATS via our website: www.bleats.com.au

